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“CHANGING THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE IN NORTHERN UGANDA” 

PSFU hands over 21 Tractors with Implements and 48 Oxen to 
various Farmer Groups in Northern Uganda 

 

 
The RDC Gulu Mr. Owor Odoi Chris handing over the equipment to various groups 

Private Sector Foundation Uganda (PSFU) through the BUDS-DFID has handed over agricultural equipment to 13 
farmer groups in Gulu. The equipment comprises 21 tractors with implements and 48 Oxen. The hand over took 
place at the PSFU, BUDS-DFID Gulu Office. While handing over the equipment, the Resident District Commissioner 
(RDC) Mr. Owor Odoi Chris thanked PSFU, Office of the Prime Minister and the Government   of the United Kingdom 
through DFID for supporting the farmers. He called on the beneficiaries to make sure that they utilise the equipment 
to the maximum and ensure they eliminate famine in Northern Uganda.  

Hon. Betty Owor Ochan, Women Member of Parliament for Gulu District said “Our people of Gulu, you must grab this 
opportunity so that we improve on our livelihoods. Northern Uganda should become the food basket for Southern 
Sudan and the whole of Uganda”  
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Manager BUDS-DFID Mr. Daniel Kisekka addressing various groups which received the tractors and farming implement. 
on his right is Mr Obali Wilfred Jwee 

Mr. Daniel Kisekka Manager BUDS-DFID called on all the business community in Northern Uganda to take the 
opportunity and apply for the grant. BUDS-DFID project has for the last 14 months supported 225 activities for over 
150 companies/business association/groups. The amount so far spent on the activities is Pound Sterling 2,784,450. 

The five year project aims to promote private sector growth, investment and employment opportunities under the 
Post Conflict Development Programme (PCDP) in Acholi, Lango, Teso, West-Nile, Karamoja, Bukedi and parts of 
Bunyoro. 

The event was attended by among others Hon. Betty Owor Ochan, Woman Member of Parliament for Gulu District, 
Mr. Owor Odoi Chris Resident District Commissioner (RDC) for Gulu District, Mr.  Okidi Ochora Production Officer, 
Gulu District Commercial Officer, and beneficiary groups and farmers.13 Groups received the equipment which will 
benefit over 431 farmers. Below is a list of the beneficiary groups. 

Farmer Groups which received the tractors and other 
farming implements 

1. Kum Matimu Farmers from Gulu District, 
2. Lukodi Commercial Farmers Gulu District,  
3. Kop Lobo Group Parabongo,  
4. Owoo Commercial Farmers Gulu District,  
5. Agwayugi and Coke Group, Parabongo,  
6. Waneno Anyim Farmers, Parabongo,  
7. Lacan Bene Gwoko Welene, Parabongo,  

New Tractor being tried out in the Garden  
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8. Pur Miyo Ryeko, Parabongo,  
9. Parabongo United, Parabongo,  
10. Gum Perom Group, Parabongo,  
11. Gwok Gang Farmers, Parabongo,  
12. Aringo Lyok Farmers Group, Tic Reyemo Can,  
13. Lim Pur Pek Aleda Young Farmers 

 
Background  

BUDS-DFID (Business Uganda Development Scheme) is a cost sharing project funded to a tune of £13 Million by 
UK-Department for International Development (UK-DFID) and implemented by PSFU. The funding is channelled 
through the Office of the Prime Minister to support the economic recovery under the Peace Recovery and 
Development Programme (PRDP) that targets 55 districts in the PRDP sub regions. Implementation of the project 
started in 2011 and completion is expected in 2015. The project is aimed to stimulate economic growth in the PRDP 
region.  For details go to www.psfuganda.org.ug 

 
Kop Lobo Group to earn over 76 Million after acquiring 2 tractors and 

other farming implements from BUDS-DFID 

 

Odur Anthony is the Chairperson of the Kop Lobo Group. He was born 27 years ago and he is a returnee 
from the Internally Displaced Camps (IDP). He returned from the camps in 2004. Ms. Sarah N. Bakehena 
carried out an interview with him after receiving the 2 hand tractors and implements. 



4 
 

Odur says “From the IDP camp, i mobilized some members together to form a group and we started saving and 
supporting each other in the farm. The group comprises 38 members; 27 women and 11 men.  The main activity of 
the group is farming; rice and maize being our key crops.” 

The group has over 200 acres of land and they hope to increase their production with the new agricultural equipment 
provided by Private Sector Foundation Uganda (PSFU) through its programme BUDS-DFID.  

The group expects to produce 38,000kgs of rice per season and therefore earning over Seventy Six Million (Ushs. 
76,000,000) per season.  The group has been earning between Five Hundred Thousand Shillings to Seven Hundred 
Thousand Shillings (Ushs. 500,000-700,000) for each member per season meaning they earn a total of between 
(Ushs. 19,000,000-26,600,000). 

Odur happily says that this income for the group will be used to improve their standard of living with good medical 
care and proper housing.  

 

From left Odur Andrew, Mr. John Abaho Scheme Officer BUDS-DFID, Mr. Odur Salvitor father to Odur and Akello Dorcus 
wife of Odur and other members of Kaop Lobo Group. Behind them is one of their grass thatched house.  

He narrates “We were not expecting this. We were digging by the hoe and the yields were small”.  

He added “We initially thought that PSFU would not give us the tractors and we thought we had to pay back. But after 
the PSFU staff explained to us we put in the proposal as a trial to see what can come.  Even some other groups did 
not bother. We are so grateful and happy. We cannot express it.  We thank God for them. PSFU should not stop on 
us but should give the equipment to all the youth in the region.  

Odur is married with one child and plans to go back to the University, build a better house with iron sheets and pay 
school fees for his 2 brothers one in secondary school and the other in Technical School. 

He noted that some youth were stranded in the village and had nothing to do.  He promised to encourage other youth 
and women to form groups so that they can benefit as well. 

Information about BUDS-DFID reached this group in 2011 after Louis Enterprises informed them about it and they 
contacted the BUDS-DFID Gulu office where they got all the details and handholding until they received the support. 
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The group received two walking tractors, planters and other farming equipment.  

This intervention by PSFU will create indirect employment to over 40 people and direct employment to the 38 
members according to Odur 

Odur thanked PSFU for the BUDS-DFID support and called on all the various groups in the village to go to PSFU for 
support. 

 
Waneno Anyim Farmers Group to open over 400 acres of land after 

receiving Tractors and farming implements from BUDS-DFID 
 

As we arrived the members of the group had gathered dancing, clapping and singing 
songs like” thank you God; you have not forgotten us; we the poor; the unprivileged; 
what shall we give you God, only to praise you. This song was in Acholi 
 
The group was very happy for the support provided by BUDS-DFID  says Aloyo Betty the 
Chairperson of the Waneno Anyin Farmers Group in Patiko Sub-County Gulu District.  
 
Waneno Anyim Farmers Group has 30 members and the majority are women. “We have 23 
women and 7 men. Most of the women in this group are widows who lost their husbands 
during the Kony war. Of the 27 women in the group, only 6 have husbands and the rest are 
widows. We returned from the IDP camps in 2009 and mobilised our- selves into a group to 
enable us work together. We have been helping each other in the farm in turns”  
 
She says that she got information about BUDS-DFID from Louis Enterprises  and then they 
approached BUDS-DFID office in Gulu who provided the guidance and support. 
 
 Aloyo says, with the support, the group will open over 400 acres of land and grow rice and other food stuffs.  
 
“We shall also recruit more members in the group especially women so that we can help as many people as possible. 
We suffered so much as women and i will try my level best to support everybody”  
 
She thanked PSFU through its programme BUDS-DFID for the support.  
 
“Now we are going to have a better standard of living, take our children to school and afford medical care. This is 
going to be an example to other women in the 
village. Aloyo says.  
 
Members of Waneno Anyim Farmers do not 
have any other source of income apart from 
agriculture  
 

 
 
 
 
Members of Waneno Anyim Farmers Group  
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 “We shall work even harder” says Lukori Farmers Group  
 
Lukori Farmers’ Group was so happy about the BUDS-DFID support provided to them on 6th June 2012 at the PSFU, 
BUDS-DFID offices in Gulu.  
 
One of the members of the Group, 
Ataro Betty a mother of five children 
says with the agricultural equipment 
provided to them, she will be able to 
afford school fees for her children, 
pay for medical care,  and build a 
better house.  
 
She says however that her husband 
spends most of his time with 
another wife but when its time for 
harvesting he returns and requests 
for her income which she gives to 
him and what surprises her is he 
drinks it all without paying school 
fees for the children.  

Mr. John Abaho BUDS-DFID staff with members of Lukori Farmers Group. 
Lukori Group has 14 women and 11 men. 
 
The Chairman of the group, Mr. Obur Michael 38 years thanked PSFU for the support and promised to work even 
harder because of the new equipment. “We shall have better output and yields” says Obur. 
 
While delivering the equipment the Scheme Officer for BUDS-DFID John Abaho urged the groups to have proper 
maintenances schedules of the equipment and implements. He called on the members to ensure increased 
production, income generation and employment creation. He informed the members that if they worked so hard, they 
would transform Acholi into a food basket. He also assured the members that, they can be able to get more support. 
 

Six more groups in Parabong also Received Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 groups in Parabongo singing after receiving 12 tractors and farming implements 
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“Our people of Gulu, you must grab this opportunity so that we improve on our livelihoods. Northern Uganda should 
become the food basket for Southern Sudan and the whole of Uganda” Hon. Betty Owor Ochan, Women Member of 
Parliament for Gulu District. 

“You have given an opportunity to women to develop, we have been digging by hands. And now we shall have  more 
produce” Aloko Concy 40 year old from Parabongo United 

“This is the first time we are getting such support. Please support other groups as well” Obela Michael LC1 Chairman 
Ojela village. 

“PSFU, BUDS-DFID thank you very much for the support and be blessed, expect a big change in this village next 
year” Achoyo Betty from Parabongo 

“ We need PIE (Production, Income and Employment)” John Abaho Scheme Officer PSFU, BUDS-DFID project  

“ The next time we are here and we find plenty of produce from you, we shall support you to acquire equipment for 
value addition for example, a maize Mill or Rice Mill. We want to transform your lives, be determined and guarantee 
us more production” Daniel Kisekka Manager BUDS-DFID 

“ Expect Triple Change” Odur Athony KOP LOB Group 

“ Now i will be able to produce more and i will enrol for a university degree in one of the big universities” Odur Athony 
KOP LOB Group 

“ PSFU should go to all the youth, they are stranded in the Villages” Odur Athony KOP LOB Group 

“ I am so happy although there is no way i can express it. We shall work harder to succeed” Obur Michael Lukor 
Farmers Group 

“ When we were supporting the groups to apply, some people said; you are wasting time, those people will not help 
you. However we told the groups to be patient. Now they are the same people asking, how did you get this thing” 
Olweny Alfred a Manager with Louis Enterprises. 

“Our target is to organise another100 groups to benefit from BUDS-DFID” Olweny Alfred a Manager with Louis 
Enterprises. 

“The majority of our group members are women and widows, this equipment will now become our mother, our father 
and husband because it will provide for the basic needs” Alonyo Betty Chairperson Waneno Anyin Farmers Group in 
Patiko Sub-County Gulu District 

What various Groups and people had 
to Say about BUDS-DFID  
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Louis Enterprises to produce over 60,000 tonnes of rice with New  Rice 
Milling Machine from BUDS-DFID  

PSFU has supported Louis Enterprises to acquire a milling machine and transformer.  See below the pictures of the 
Milling Machine and the Transformer as it was being installed recently. It is expected that Louis Enterprises will 
produce 60,000 tonnes of rice each day. The managing director Oloya Willy thanked PSFU and the Government of 
Uganda for the support. Louis 
Enterprises has already 
obtained market for the rice 
with Uchumu Super Market, 
Shoprite, Southern Sudan 
and the local market in 
Northern Uganda and Central 
Region.  

New Rice milling equipment 
expected to produce 60,000 
tonnes per day. The 
equipment can sort, grate, 
dust and package at the 
same time. 

 

 

Left Mr. Oloya Willy Managing 
Director Louis Enterprises and 
Manager BUDS-DFID Mr. Daniel 
Kisekka at a tour to Louis 
Enterprises to monitor the 
Installation of the new 
Transformer  which will provide 
direct  and constant power to 
Louis Enterprises. BUDS-DFID 
also provided support for the New 
Transformer  

 
 
 
 
 

For comments and details contact  
Manager BUDS-DFID, Private Sector Foundation Uganda (PSFU), 

Plot 43, Nakasero Hill Road, Tel:[+256] 0312 263850, 0312 261850, 0312 286849, Fax [+ 256] 312 266440, P.O Box 7683 
Kampala, Uganda, Email: psfu@psfuganda.org.ug , Website: www.psfuganda.org.ug,  

dkisekka@psfuganda.org.ug, or  snakibuuka@psfuganda.org.ug  


